
SHASHADHAR ACHARYA
Akademi Award: Chhau Dance

Born in 1960 in Seraikella into afamily of traditional perfOrmErs, Sbri Sbasbadbar Acbarya was initiated into Cbbau

dance by his father Sbri Lingaraj Acbarya. He continued his training under Natasekbar B.B. Pattnaik, Sbri

Suddbendra Narayan Singh Deo, Vikram Kumbbakat; and Kedarnatb Saboo. He bas also studied the Cbbau dance of

Mayurbbanj under Sbri Alok Niranjan Bisoi and bas bad training in Dbolplaying under Sbri Surnmukbi. Bet~

1990 and 1993, Sbri Acbarya sewed as Director of the Gooornment Cbbau Dance Centre at Seraikella. He bas been

teaching moooment to students of theatre as a visiting lecturer at the National School of Drama, Delbi,

for a number of years.

Sbri Sbasbadbar Acbarya bas excelled both as a performer and teacbet; and bas performed extensively within and

outside the country. He bas conducted UXJrksbops and seminars Jor deparlments oj tbeatro, and bas underlaken

collaborative UXJrk with actors and diroctors oj both traditional and modern drama. Sbri Acbarya is Jeaturod in a film

on the Cbbau dance oJSeraikella produced by the Centro Jor Cultural Resources and Training. He is imparling

training in Seraikella Cbbau to young dancers in Delbi under Sangeet Natak Akademi 's project in SUPPOrl
oJCbbau dance. """'

Shri Shashadhar Acharya receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi A~rd for his contribution

to the Chhau dance ofSeraikella.
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