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THIRUVIDAIMARUDUR KUPPIAH KALYANASUNDARAM
Fellowship of Sangeet Natak Akademi

Born on 1 March 1932 in
Thiruvidaimarudur, Tamil Nadu, Shri
Thiruvidaimarudur Kuppiah
Kalyanasundaram inherited the
traditions of the Thanjavur school of
Bharatanatyam from his forefathers. He
imbibed the art from his father Guru
Kuppiah Pillai; brother, Mahalingam
Pillai; brother-in-law, Govindaraja Pillai;
and sister, Karunambal. He learnt
Carnatic music from Alathur
Panchapakesa lyer and Shrimati
Nagalakshmi; and Mridangam from
Raghunatha lyer and his brother,
Marudappa Pillai.

Widely respected as a guru and
choreographer, Shri Thiruvidaimarudur
Kuppiah Kalyanasundaram has
produced many dance-dramas on
traditional themes, as well as
compositions based on the works of
poets in various languages such as Jaya
Shankara, Shakti, llakkiya Bharatham,
Om Saravana Bhava, to name a few. He

has travelled extensively presenting his
productions and conducting workshops
and lecture-demonstrations within the
country and abroad including U.S.A.,
Indonesia, Canada, Singapore,
Malaysia, Mexico and Europe. Shri
Kalyanasundaram has been responsible
for training an array of prominent
dancers of the present generation.

Among the awards he has received are
the Sarngadeva Fellowship of the
Sursingar Samsad (1988); Kalaimamani
from the Tamil Nadu Eyal Isai Nataka
Manram (1994); Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award (1999-2000); Nada
Brahman from Narada Gana Sabha
(2016); and Natya Kalashikamani from
the Indian Fine Arts Society (2017).

Shri Thiruvidaimarudur Kuppiah
Kalyanasundaram is elected Fellow of
Sangeet Natak Akademi for his
contribution to Indian dance.
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