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AKADEMI FELLOWS (AKADEMI RATNA)

4 Jatin Goswami 4 Sonal Mansingh 4 Thiruvidaimarudur Kuppiah Kalyanasundaram 4 Zakir Hussain

AKADEMI AWARDS (PURASKAR)
MUsSIC
Alamelu Mani / Carnatic Vocal
Ganesh Raja gopalan & Kumaresh Rajagopalan / Carnatic Instrumental — Violin (Joint Award)
Heisnam Ashangbi Devi / Other Major Traditions of Music — Nata Sankirtana,Manipur
Madhup Mudgal / Hindustani Vocal
Malladi Suribabu/ Carnatic Vocal
Mani Prasad / Hindustani Vocal
S. Kasim & S. Babu / Carnatic Instrumental — Nagaswaram (Joint Award)
Tarun Bhattacharya / Hindustani Instrumental - Santoor
Tejendra Narayan Majumdar / Hindustani Instrumental — Sarod
Shanti Hiranand / Other Major Traditions of Music - Sugam Sangeet
Suresh E. Wadkar / Other Major Traditions of Music — Sugam Sangeet

DANCE

Akham Lakshmi Devi / Manipuri

Deepak Mazumdar / Contemporary Dance
Gopika Varma / Mohiniattam
Ishira Parikh & Maulik Shah / Kathak (Joint Award)

Pasumarthy Ramalinga Sastry / Kuchipudi

Radha Sridhar / Bharatanatyam

Surupa Sen / Odissi
Tankeswar Hazarika Borbayan / Sattriya
Tapan Kumar Pattanayak / Chhau

THEATRE
A.M. Parameswaran Chakyar / Other Major Traditions of Theatre - Kutiyattam
Bhagawat A.S. Nanjappa / Other Major Traditions of Theatre- Yakshagana
Laltluangliana Khiangte / Playwriting
Rajeev Naik / Playwriting
Sanjay Upadhyay / Direction
Suhas Joshi / Acting
Swapan Nandy / Mime
Teekam Joshi / Acting

TRADITIONAL / FOLK / TRIBAL DANCE / MUSIC / THEATRE AND PUPPETRY
Anupama Hoskere /Puppetry
Arjun Singh Dhurwey / Folk Dance, Madhya Pradesh
Gazi Khan Barna / Folk Music - Khartal, Rajasthan
Hem Chandra Goswami / Mask Making, Assam
Kota Satchidananda Sastry / Harikatha, Andhra Pradesh
Malini Awasthi / Folk Music, Uttar Pradesh
Mohd. Sidiq Bhagat / Folk Theatre - Bhand Pather, J&K
Narendra Singh Negi / Folk Music, Uttarakhand
Niranjan Rajyaguru / Folk Music, Gujarat
Som Datt Battu / Folk Music, Himachal Pradesh
OVERALL CONTRIBUTION/ SCHOLARSHIP IN PERFORMING ARTS

Diwan Singh Bajeli / Scholarship
Puru Dadheech / Overall Contribution

Akademi
Fellowships
(Akademi Ratna)

Akademi
Awards
(Akademi
Puraskar)
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ZAKIR HUSSAIN

Fellowship of Sangeet Natak Akademi

Born on 9 March 1951 at Bombay in
Maharashtra, Shri Zakir Hussain
received his training in Tabla from his
father Ustad Alla Rakha Qureshi of the
Punjab gharana. Shri Zakir Hussain has
accompanied most of the leading
musicians and dancers of the country.
He has also been acclaimed as an
outstanding soloist. Through his duets
with other eminent players of the Tabla,
Mridangam, and other percussion
instruments in India and overseas, he
has added a new dimension to Indian
instrumental music.

Shri Zakir Hussain has performed widely
and taught Tabla at various universities
and cultural institutions in the United
States and worked as visiting Professor
in many other countries. He has trained
many students in India and abroad. Shri
Zakir Hussain has been documented in
many prestigious publications such as
Zakir Hussain: A Life in Music by
Nasreen Munni Kabir. He has

conducted many tabla workshops and
seminars around the world. Shri
Hussain has been associated with many
prestigious cultural institutions such as
Board Member of NCPA, Mumbai, and
SFJazz, San Francisco. He has a large
number of recordings to his credit.

For his excellence in the field of Tabla,
Shri Zakir Hussain has received
numerous titles and awards. These
include the Padma Shri in 1988; the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1991;
the National Heritage Fellowship in
1999; the Isadora Duncan Dance
Awards in 1998-99 and 2010-11; the
Padma Bhushan in 2002; the Kalidas
Samman in 2005-06; the Grammy in
2009; and the Lifetime Achievement
Award conferred by SFJazz Center in
2017.

Shri Zakir Hussain is elected Fellow of
Sangeet Natak Akademi for his
contribution to Indian music.
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JATIN GOSWAMI

Fellowship of Sangeet Natak Akademi

Born on 2 August 1933 in Dergaon,
Assam, Shri Jatin Goswami was initially
trained in the dance and music of the
Vaishnava Sattras by his father, Shri
Dharanidhar Goswami. Subsequently,
he received his advanced training in the
art form under Guru Maniram Dutta
Muktiyar, and Roseswar Saikia
Borbayan. He has also learnt ankiya
bhaona, and also folk dance and music
of Assam under Shri Bishnu Prasad
Rabha.

Since the 1960s, Shri Goswami has also
worked consistently for the propagation
and development of Sattriya. He
established the Pragjyoti Kala Parishad,
an organization dedicated to the study of
Sattriya dance traditions and he also
formed a repertory company performing
Sattriya dance and ankiya nats. He has
created a number of experimental works
as well as dance-dramas employing the
Sattriya arts and presented them in
various prestigious festivals within the
country and abroad including Dweep
Mahotsav, Andaman and Nicobar

Islands; Khajuraho Dance Festival,
Khajuraho; Ramlila Festival, Ayodhya;
and numerous festivals organized by
Sangeet Natak Akademi. A visiting
lecturer at the Assam Sattriya Music
College, Shri Jatin Goswami has
authored several books on Sattriya
dance such as Mati Akhora, Nrityara
Prathamik Hasta Parichay, Nritya
Shiksha, Nrityara Paribhashik Sabda aru
Sangya and Jhumura Nach Nadu
Bhangee.

He has received several honours for his
contribution to Sattriya dance. These
include the Best Dance Director Award
conferred by the Government of Assam;
the Bharatiyam Samman bestowed by
the East Zone Cultural Centre;
Shiromoni by Asom Sattra Mahasabha;
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
(2004); and the Padma Shri (2008).

Shri Jatin Goswami is elected Fellow of
Sangeet Natak Akademi for his
contribution to Indian dance.
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SONAL MANSINGH

Fellowship of Sangeet Natak Akademi

Born on 30 April 1944 in Mumbai,
Shrimati Sonal Mansingh has made a
significant contribution to major Indian
dance traditions as a performer, teacher,
composer and scholar. Her
choreographic works for solo and group
presentations have been highly
acclaimed. Shrimati Sonal Mansingh
was trained by several Gurus including
Odissi by Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra
and Shri Jiwan Pani; Bharatanatyam by
Shri U.S. Krishna Rao and Shrimati
Chandrabhaga Devi; and Chhau by Guru
Ananta Charan Sai. She has also
received training in Hindustani and
Carnatic vocal music, as well as in Odiya
music.

Shrimati Sonal Mansingh has performed
as a soloistand her choreographies have
been presented in major dance festivals
within the country and across the globe
for more than six decades. She has also

conducted workshops and seminars at
prestigious forums in more than ninety
countries. Shrimati Mansingh has
groomed a number of dancers at her
institution, Centre for Indian Classical
Dances, in Bharatanatyam and Odissi.
She has served as Chairperson of
Sangeet Natak Akademi, and at present
is a Member of Parliament in the Rajya
Sabha.

For her outstanding contribution to
Indian dance, she has received several
awards and honours including the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1987;
Padma Bhushan in 1992; the Padma
Vibhushan in 2003; and the Kameshwari
bestowed by the Sri Sri Kamakhya
Devalayain 2008.

Shrimati Sonal Mansingh is elected
Fellow of Sangeet Natak Akademi for her
contribution to Indian dance.
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THIRUVIDAIMARUDUR KUPPIAH KALYANASUNDARAM
Fellowship of Sangeet Natak Akademi

Born on 1 March 1932 in
Thiruvidaimarudur, Tamil Nadu, Shri
Thiruvidaimarudur Kuppiah
Kalyanasundaram inherited the
traditions of the Thanjavur school of
Bharatanatyam from his forefathers. He
imbibed the art from his father Guru
Kuppiah Pillai; brother, Mahalingam
Pillai; brother-in-law, Govindaraja Pillai;
and sister, Karunambal. He learnt
Carnatic music from Alathur
Panchapakesa lyer and Shrimati
Nagalakshmi; and Mridangam from
Raghunatha lyer and his brother,
Marudappa Pillai.

Widely respected as a guru and
choreographer, Shri Thiruvidaimarudur
Kuppiah Kalyanasundaram has
produced many dance-dramas on
traditional themes, as well as
compositions based on the works of
poets in various languages such as Jaya
Shankara, Shakti, llakkiya Bharatham,
Om Saravana Bhava, to name a few. He

has travelled extensively presenting his
productions and conducting workshops
and lecture-demonstrations within the
country and abroad including U.S.A.,
Indonesia, Canada, Singapore,
Malaysia, Mexico and Europe. Shri
Kalyanasundaram has been responsible
for training an array of prominent
dancers of the present generation.

Among the awards he has received are
the Sarngadeva Fellowship of the
Sursingar Samsad (1988); Kalaimamani
from the Tamil Nadu Eyal Isai Nataka
Manram (1994); Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award (1999-2000); Nada
Brahman from Narada Gana Sabha
(2016); and Natya Kalashikamani from
the Indian Fine Arts Society (2017).

Shri Thiruvidaimarudur Kuppiah
Kalyanasundaram is elected Fellow of
Sangeet Natak Akademi for his
contribution to Indian dance.
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MANI PRASAD

Akademi Award: Hindustani Vocal Music

Born on 4 November 1932 at Wardha,
Maharashtra, Shri Mani Prasad,
popularly known as Dhyan Rang Piya,
received his training in Hindustani music
from his grandfather Shri Shaktiram, and
later learnt under the tutelage of his
father Shri Sukhdev Prasad and his
uncles Shri Shankar Lal and Shri Gopal
Prasad, eminent exponents of the Kirana
gharana.

A top grade artist of All India Radio and
Doordarshan, he has performed in many
prestigious music festivals in India and
abroad. Shri Mani Prasad has composed
many bandishes under the pen name -
Dhyan Rang Piya. He is equally adept in
Purab Ang as well as in the Punjab Ang of
Thumri.  Shri Mani Prasad has been
associated with many prestigious
cultural institutions such as senior guru

at the Centre of Creative Excellence of
the Government of Meghalaya; and
member of the Music Audition Board of
All India Radio, Delhi. He has trained
many students. Presently, Shri Mani
Prasad is teaching at Gangubai Hangal
Gurukul at Hubli, Karnataka thus
propagating and promoting the tradition
of the Kirana gharana. He has many
recordings to his credit.

For his excellence in the field of
Hindustani vocal music, Shri Mani
Prasad has been honoured with the
Rajasthan Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award, among other honours.

Shri Mani Prasad receives the Sangeet
Natak Akademi Award for the year 2018
for his contribution to Hindustani vocal
music.
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MADHUP MUDGAL

Akademi Award: Hindustani Vocal Music

Born on 22 March 1956 at New Delhi,
Shri Madhup Mudgal received his initial
training in music from his father, Shri
Vinaya Chandra Maudgalya, an eminent
musician. Belonging to the Gwalior
gharana, he was later trained under the
tutelage of Shri Vasant Thakar, Pandit
Jasraj and Pandit Kumar Gandharva. A
top grade artist of All India Radio and
Doordarshan, and the recipient of a
national scholarship from the
Department of Culture, Government of
India, he has performed in many
prestigious music festivals in India and
abroad.

Shri Madhup Mudgal is an empanelled
artist of I.C.C.R. He is also the conductor
of the famous Gandharva Choir. He has
enriched his repertoire in both classical
and choral music. Shri Mudgal has been
associated with many prestigious
cultural institutions such as the erstwhile

Department of Culture, Government of
India; the Sahitya Kala Parishad,
Government of NCT of Delhi; and as a
member of the Executive Council of
Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi. Shri
Mudgal has conducted many seminars
and workshops in India and abroad and
has trained many students. He has many
recordings to his credit.

For his contribution to Hindustani music,
Shri Madhup Mudgal has received many
prestigious awards from various cultural
institutions including the Sanskriti Award
from Sanskriti Pratishthan, New Delhi
(1982); and the Padma Shri conferred by
the Government of India in 2006.

Shri Madhup Mudgal receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to
Hindustani vocal music.
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TARUN BHATTACHARYA

Akademi Award: Hindustani Instrumental Music (Santoor)

Born on 23 December 1957 at Howrah in
West Bengal, Shri Tarun Bhattacharya
received his initial training in Santoor
from his father Shri Rabi Bhattacharya
and Pandit Dulal Roy. Later he honed his
skill under the tutelage of Pandit Ravi
Shankar of the Maihar gharana.

Shri Tarun Bhattacharya has performed
in many prestigious music festivals in
India and abroad. He has been involved
with philanthropic and humanitarian
activities. Shri Bhattacharya established
the Santoor Ashram in 1994 at Kolkata.
He has many recordings to his credit

including the Flame of the Forest, Mental
Bliss, and Nomad Christmas.

Shri Tarun Bhattacharya has received
many titles and awards including the
Bhakti Kala Kshetra Award given by
ISKCON (2000); and the Sangeet
Mahasamman conferred by the
Government of West Bengal (2017).

Shri Tarun Bhattacharya receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to
Hindustani instrumental music.
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TEJENDRA NARAYAN MAJUMDAR

Akademi Award: Hindustani Instrumental Music (Sarod)

Born on 17 May 1961 at Kolkata in West
Bengal, Shri Tejendra Narayan
Majumdar received his initial training in
Sarod from his grandfather Shri Bibhuti
Ranjan Majumdar and father Shri Ranjan
Majumdar. Later, he polished his art
under the tutelage of Shri Bahadur Khan,
Shri Ajay Sinha Roy and Shri Ali Akbar
Khan. Atop grade artist of All India Radio
and Doordarshan, he has performed in
many prestigious music festivals in India
and abroad. He belongs to the Maihar
Seniagharana.

Shri Majumdar has conducted many
workshops on music widely in the world.
He has composed music for many
Bengali flms such as Shongshoy and
Hononkal, and also composed music
with eminent musicians including
Ghulam Ali, Ajoy Chakrabarty, Rashid

Khan and others. One of his composed
and arranged music albums “Soul Call -
Om Namoh Narayanaya” had been
nominated for the Grammy Award in the
year 2010. Shri Tejendra Narayan
Majumdar has been associated as a
member with the Expert Committee of
ITC Sangeet Research Academy,
Kolkata; and a Fellowship Programme of
the Government of India.

Shri Majumdar has received many titles
and awards including the Pandit D.V.
Paluskar Award.

Shri Tejendra Narayan Majumdar
receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award for the year 2018 for his
contribution to Hindustani instrumental
music.
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ALAMELU MANI

Akademi Award: Carnatic Vocal Music

Born on 4 October 1934 at Mumbai in
Maharashtra, Shrimati Alamelu Mani
received her initial training in Carnatic
music from Shri H.A.S. Mani; later she
groomed her art under the tutelage of
Shrimati T. Brinda, Shrimati T. Mukta,
and Shri Tanjavur Shankara lyer.

An A grade artist of All India Radio and
Doordarshan, she has performed in
many prestigious music festivals, and
has conducted many seminars on music
in India and abroad. Founder of the
South Indian School of Music at Mumbai,
she has trained many students. She has
many recordings to her credit.

Shrimati Alamelu Mani has received

numerous titles and awards including the
Sur Mani bestowed by the Sur Singar
Samsad, Mumbai (1970); the Sangeetha
Sikshamani by Vashi Fine Arts Society
(2009); the Smt. T. Brinda Memorial
Award given by the Cleveland
Thyagaraja Festival, Cleveland, USA
(2012); the Acharya Chudamani
conferred by the Krishna Gana Sabha,
Chennai (2012); and the Guru Kripa
Award bestowed by the Shankar
Mahadevan Academy, Mumbaiin 2018.

Shrimati Alamelu Mani receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for her contribution to Carnatic
vocal music.
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MALLADI SURIBABU

Akademi Award: Carnatic Vocal Music

Born on 1 May 1945 at Dubacherla in
Andhra Pradesh, Shri Malladi Suribabu
received his initial training in music from
his father Shri Malladi Sri Rama Murthy
and later received advanced training
under the tutelage of Shri Voleti
Venkateswarlu and Shri Sripada
Pinakapani.

Atop grade artist of All India Radio in light
music and belonging to Pinakapani's
Bani of Carnatic Music, Shri Malladi
Suribabu has performed in many
prestigious music festivals in India and
abroad. He has conducted many
workshops on Carnatic music. Besides,
he has also published many books on
music such as Notations of Bhadrachala
Ramadasu Keertanas and Notations of
Tarangams of Narayana Theertha. Shri
Suribabu has worked as a programme

announcer in All India Radio, Vijayawada
and has presented special programmes
on Vividh Bharati based on traditional
Carnatic music, titled Raga Ragini. He
has many recordings to his credit.

Shri Malladi Suribabu has received many
tittes and awards including the Kalaratna
conferred by the Government of Andhra
Pradesh (2013); the T.T.K. Award
bestowed by the Madras Music Academy
(2014); and the Sangeetha Vidyanidhi
given by the Andhra Music Academy
(2018).

Shri Malladi Suri Babu receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to Carnatic
vocal music.
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S. KASIM & S. BABU

Akademi Award: Carnatic Instrumental Music [Nagaswaram)

Shri S. Kasim and Shri S. Babu are a
unique team of brothers who have been
performing Carnatic instrumental music
— Nagaswaram since many years. Shri
S. Kasim was born on 20 April 1962, and
Shri S. Babu was born on 19 October
1964 at Karavadi village of Prakasam
district in Andhra Pradesh. They
received training in Nagaswaram under
the tutelage of their grandfather, Sheik
Chinna Moulana.

Top grade artists of All India Radio and
Doordarshan, they have been
presenting duet Nagaswaram concerts
throughout the world for the last more
than 20 years. Shri Kasim and Shri Babu
have performed in many prestigious
music festivals in India and abroad. The

brothers have conducted many
workshops and seminars around the
world on Nagaswaram. They have many
recordings to their credit.

Shri S. Kasim and Shri S. Babu have
received many awards including the
Kalasaraswathy award given by Mother
Teresa (1987); the Kalaimamani award
conferred by the Government of Tamil
Nadu (2003); and the Asthana Vidwan by
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams,
Tirupati.

Shri S. Kasim and Shri S. Babu receive
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for
the year 2018 jointly for their contribution
to Carnatic instrumental music.
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GANESH & KUMARESH RAJAGOPALAN

Akademi Award: Carnatic Instrumental Music (Violin)

Shri Ganesh Rajagopalan and Shri
Kumaresh Rajagopalan are a unique
team of brothers who have been
performing Carnatic instrumental music
— violin for quite many years now. Born
on 3 April 1965 and 21 February 1967
respectively at Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh,
Shri Ganesh Rajagopalan and Shri
Kumaresh Rajagopalan received
training in Carnatic music (violin) from
their father Shri T.S. Rajagopalan. Shri
Ganesh Rajagopalan has also learnt
Carnatic vocal music.

Shri Ganesh and Shri Kumaresh have
participated in many prestigious music
festivals, seminars and conferences of
music in India and overseas, and have
published many articles on Carnatic
music. They have been associated with
many prestigious cultural institutions.
Top grade artists of All India Radio, both
have performed in many prestigious
music festivals in India and abroad. They

have many recordings to their credit.

For their excellence in the field of
Carnatic music, Shri Ganesh and Shri
Kumaresh have been honoured with
many titles and awards. These include
the Kalaimamani award conferred by the
Government of Tamil Nadu (1997); the
Asthana Vidwan of Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetham (1998); the GIMA Award given
by the Global Indian Music Academy
(2011); the Lifetime Achievement Award
bestowed by the Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan (2012); the Academy of Music
Chowdiah Award, Bangalore (2016); and
the Lifetime Achievement Award given
by Karthik Fine Arts, Chennai (2019).

Shri Ganesh Rajagopalan and Shri
Kumaresh Rajagopalan receive the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 jointly for their contribution to
Carnatic instrumental music.
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SURESH E. WADKAR

Akademi Award: Other Major Traditions of Music - Sugam Sangeet

Born on 7 August 1955 at Mumbai in
Maharashtra, Shri Suresh E. Wadkar is a
renowned playback singer of Bollywood.
He has received his training in music
from Shri Parashvnath Digreskar and
later honed his talent under the tutelage
of Acharya Jialal Vasant. Shri Wadkar
also learnt Tabla, Sitar and Kathak
dance.

Shri Wadkar has lent his voice to over
500 films in different languages under
almost all the eminent music directors of
India such as Laxmikant Pyarelal, R.D.
Burman and others. Shri Wadkar has
established an academic institute
namely Shrimati Savitri Vasant High
School dedicated to his guru Acharya
Jialal Vasant. He has many non-film

music albums in various regional
languages to his credit. He has trained
many students.

Shri Suresh Wadkar has received
several awards including the Lata
Mangeshkar Award from the
Government of Madhya Pradesh; the
Surmani Award bestowed by the Sur
Singar Samsad, Mumbai; and the
Honorary Citizenship of Yuba City, USA,
and of Hong Kong.

Shri Suresh E. Wadkar receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to Sugam
Sangeet.
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SHANTI HIRANAND

Akademi Award: Other Major Traditions of Music - Sugam Sangeet

Born on 29 October 1932 at Lucknow in
Uttar Pradesh, Shrimati Shanti Hiranand
received her initial training in music from
Shri Aijaz Hussain Khan of Rampur
gharana and later trained under the
tutelage of the celebrated Begum Akhtar.
She belonged to the Rampur gharana
initially, and subsequently to the Kirana
gharana and Lucknow Ang of Thumri
gayaki.

Shrimati Hiranand had performed in
many prestigious music festivals in India
and abroad. She had also conducted
many workshops and lecture-
demonstrations during many seminars
within the country and abroad. She had
authored many books including Begum
Akhtar — The Story of my Ammi. Shrimati
Shanti Hiranand had trained many
students. She was the founder of Begum
Akhtar Grave Trust, Lucknow (Uttar
Pradesh); and had also associated with
many prestigious cultural institutions

such as |.C.C.R. and All India Radio. She
had many recordings to her credit.

For her excellence in the field of Sugam
Sangeet, Shrimati Shanti Hiranand
received numerous titles and awards
including the Lifelong Achievement
Award conferred by the Sindhi Academy;
the Sahitya Kala Parishad Award
bestowed by the Government of NCT of
Delhi; and the Padma Shri conferred by
the Government of India (2007).

To our deep regret, Shrimati Shanti
Hiranand passed away on 10 April 2020
at Gurugram after her selection as
Sangeet Natak Akademi Awardee by the
General Council of the Akademi. The
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 is conferred on Shrimati
Shanti Hiranand for her contribution to
Hindustani Sugam Sangeet.
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HEISNAM ASHANGBI DEVI

Akademi Award: Other Major Traditions of Music - Nata Sankirtana (Manipur)

Born on 20 October 1928 at Thanga
Heisnam Leikei in Manipur, Shrimati
Heisnam Ashangbi Devi is a well-known
Nata Sankirtana artist of Manipur. She
has received rigorous training under
legendary gurus such as Shri
Pukhrambam Anuba Singh, Shri
Kalachand Shastri, Shri Tenu Singh, Shri
Ngangom Jugindro, and Shri Gadi.

An approved artist in Nata Sankirtana
from All India Radio and Doordarshan,
Imphal; Shrimati Heisnam Ashangbi
Devi has been associated with many
prestigious cultural institutions including
the Rashesori Manipuri Kalakshetra as
Secretary and Director. She has
performed in many prestigious music
festivals widely in the country.

For her excellence in the field of Nata
Sankirtana, Shrimati Heisnam Ashangbi
Devi has been honoured with many
prestigious titles and awards including
the Mathur Sheishak given by the
Maharaja of Manipur (1952); and the
Sangeet Ratna conferred by the
Manipuri Sahitya Parishad (2011). She
has conducted many seminars and
workshops on Nata Sankirtana in the
country.

Shrimati Heisnam Ashangbi Devi
receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award for the year 2018 for her
contribution to Nata Sankirtana of
Manipur.
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RADHA SRIDHAR

Akademi Award: Bharatanatyam

Born on 9 February 1938 at Tumkur in
Karnataka, Shrimati Radha Sridhar
received her training in Bharatanatyam
under several gurus including Shri H.R.
Keshava Murthy, Shri U.S. Krishna Rao,
Shrimati Chandrabhaga Devi, and Shri
Muttiah Pillai. She has also received
training in Abhinaya under
Venkatalahshamma, and studied
Carnatic music under gurus Pallavi
Chandrasingh, B.G. Krishnamurthy and
G. Chennamma.

Shrimati Radha Sridhar has performed
and conducted workshops at prestigious
platforms within the country and abroad.
She established her institution,
Venkatesha Natya Mandira in 1969 at
Bangalore and imparted training in
Bharatanatyam to numerous young
dancers. Many of her students have
distinguished themselves in the field.
Shrimati Sridhar has choreographed

enormous number of traditional dance
items and dance-dramas including
Ramayana, Navavidha Bhakti, Geetha
Govinda and Srinivasa Kalyana. She has
presented her dance productions at
prestigious festivals within the country
and abroad including U.A.E., U.S.A. and
U.K.

Shrimati Radha Sridhar has received
several honours and awards such as
Karnataka Kalathilaka conferred by
Sangeetha Nruthya Academy (1993);
and Kannada Rajotsava (1995), and
Shanthala Natya Prashasti (2012) by the
Government of Karnataka.

Shrimati Radha Sridhar receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for her contribution to
Bharatanatyam.
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MAULIK SHAH & ISHIRA PARIKH

Akademi Award: Kathak

Shri Maulik Shah was born on 3
September 1958 in Tatan, Gujarat and
Shrimati Ishira Parikh was born on 11
March 1962 in Mumbai, Maharashtra.
Both of them have been groomed as
Kathak dancers under Shrimati
Kumudini Lakhia at Kadamb in
Ahmedabad.

Shri Maulik Shah and Shrimati Ishira
Parikh have performed at reputed
festivals both nationally and
internationally. They have travelled to
over forty countries for their duet
performances as well as choreographic
presentations. They are the founders of
Anart Foundation — a cultural institution
which has contributed significantly in
creating a rich cultural environment in
Gujarat by bringing the dance world to

perform in Ahmedabad, by organizing
workshops, and by providing financial
support to the young talent. Maulik,
Ishira, and Aanart Dance Company were
invited to perform in the prestigious
Kuopio Dance Festival in Finland and in
the Opening Ceremony of The Festival of
India at Kremlin Theatre, Moscow.

They are recipients of many prestigious
awards including Gaurav Puraskar by
the Government of Gujarat and
Sringarmani by Sur Singar Samsad.

Shri Maulik Shah and Shrimati Ishira
Parikh receive the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award for the year 2018 jointly
for their contribution to Kathak dance.
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AKHAM LAKSHMI DEVI

Akademi Award: Manipuri

Born on 1 May 1952 in Imphal, Manipur,
Shrimati Akham Lakshmi Devi received
her training in Manipuri dance under
Gurus Amubi Singh, Tomba Singh and
Th. Babu Singh. Later she specialized in
the art form from Jawaharlal Nehru
Manipur Dance Academy, Imphal.

Shrimati Akham Lakshmi Devi has
performed in several prestigious dance
festivals such as the Bhagyachandra
national dance festival, dance festivals
organized by the Manipur State Kala
Akademi, and by Sangeet Natak
Akademi. She has won critical acclaim
as a dancer for performance in the dance
productions of Jawaharlal Nehru
Manipur Dance Academy, Imphal such
as Keibul Lamjao, Ramayan, Lei
Langba, Moirang Sha and Geet

Govinda. She has played major roles in
most of the dance-drama productions of
JNMDA's production unit from 1979 to
2012. Shrimati Lakshmi has toured
extensively with the production unit of
JNMDA both in India and abroad for
performances in France, erstwhile
USSR, U.K., China, Korea, South Africa,
SrilLanka, etc.

Shrimati Akham Lakshmi Devi has
received several honours including the
Manipur State Kala Akademi Award
(2010), and the Nritya Bhusan (2014).

Shrimati Akham Lakshmi Devi receives
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for
the year 2018 for her contribution to
Manipuri dance.
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SURUPA SEN

Akademi Award: Odissi Dance

Born on 22 November 1969 at Bareilly in
Uttar Pradesh, Shrimati Surupa Sen
received her training in Odissi dance
under several Gurus including
Kelucharan Mohapatra, Protima Gauri,
Bichitranandan Swain and Ratikant
Mohapatra. She has also received
training in Abhinaya under Kalanidhi
Narayanan, and studied the Natyashastra
under Padma Subrahmanyam.

Shrimati Surupa Sen has performed
extensively in many prestigious dance
festivals within the country and abroad
including the dance festivals organized by
Sangeet Natak Akademi. She has
choreographed several productions for
Nrityagram and presented them at
prestigious festivals such as the 25th
Anniversary Celebrations of Joyce

Theatre; Jacob's Pillow Dance Festival;
and Edinburgh International Festival.
She has travelled to U.S.A., U.K,,
Australia, Sri Lanka and the far-east
countries. Presently, she is the Artistic
Director and Choreographer at
Nrityagram, Bengaluru.

Shrimati Surupa Sen has received
several honours and awards such as
Award for Excellence by the Raaza
Foundation in 2006; Yagnaraman Award
in 2008; and the Nrutya Choodamani in
2011 by Krishna Gana Sabha.

Shrimati Surupa Sen receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for her contribution to Odissi
dance.
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TANKESWAR HAZARIKA BORBAYAN

Akademi Award: Sattriya

Born on 13 November 1958 at Sonari
Gaon in Nagaon District of Assam, Shri
Tankeswar Hazarika Borbayan received
his training in Sattriya dance andits allied
forms under Gurus Rameswar
Khataniyar, Ghanakanta Borbayan,
Joynath Burabhakat, Sunaram Pathak
and Harinath Borgayan.

Shri Tankeswar Hazarika Borbayan is
today among the senior performers and
teachers of Sattriya dance. He has
performed and conducted seminars and
workshops extensively in several
prestigious festivals including the events
organized by Sangeet Natak Akademi
such as Nritya Sangam, Imphal (2006);
Nritya Pratibha, Aurangabad (2008); and
Nritya Parva, Guwahati (2010). An

outstanding teacher, he has trained a
generation of students at several
institutions including the Dibrugarh
University.

Shri Tankeswar Hazarika Borbayan has
received several awards and honours
including the Silpi Siromoni bestowed by
the Sahitya Sabha, Jorhat (2014), and Dr
Jagannath Mahanta Award by Dr
Jagannath Mahanta Suwarani Mancha
(2019).

Shri Tankeswar Hazarika Borbayan
receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award for the year 2018 for his
contribution to Sattriya dance.
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GOPIKA VARMA

Akademi Award: Mohiniattam

Born on 11 July 1969 at Trivandrum in
Kerala, Shrimati Gopika Varma received
her initial training in Mohiniattam under
Gurus Kalyanikutty Amma, Chandrika
Kurup, Girija, Sreedevi Rajan and
Kalamandalam Sugandhi. She has also
studied other aspects of dance such as
Abhinaya and Sopanam music from Shri
Kalamandalam Krishnan Nair and Shri
Kavalam Narayana Panikkar.

Shrimati Gopika has performed
extensively at various festivals, sabhas
and temples in India and abroad
including the dance festivals organized
by Sangeet Natak Akademi. She has
established a Mohiniattam dance school
named “Dasyam” at Chennai, with a

vision to promote and develop
Mohiniattam outside Kerala by imparting
training to young dancers.

Shrimati Gopika Varma has received
various awards and honours including
Kalaimamani conferred by the Tamil
Nadu Government; Nritya Choodamani
conferred by Krishna Gana Sabha; and
the Kerala Sangeetha Nataka Akademi
award.

Shrimati Gopika Varma receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for her contribution to
Mohiniattam.
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DEEPAK MAZUMDAR

Akademi Award: Contemporary Dance

Born on 14 February 1956 at Mumbai in
Maharashtra, Shri Deepak Mazumdar
received his training in Bharatanatyam
under Gurus Kanak Rele and T.S.
Kadhirvelu Pillai at the Nalanda Nritya
Mahavidyalaya, Mumbai. He holds a
Master's degree in Fine Arts from the
University of Mumbai.

In his long career as a teacher and
performer, he has performed and
conducted seminars and workshops in
several prestigious festivals within the
country and abroad. He has several
choreographic works to his credit based
on Sangam poetry, Gatha Saptasathi,
Haveli Sangeet, and the saint poets of
India. Shri Deepak has imparted training

in Bharatanatyam to many dancers who
are now established nationally. He is the
Founder Director of the Shiladhish Art
and Research Institute in Mumbai.

Shri Deepak Mazumdar has received
several awards and honours including
the Maharashtra Gaurav; Kala Ratna by
the Government of Andhra Pradesh; and
Acharya Nritya Sundaram by the
Bharatanjali Trust, Chennai.

Shri Deepak Mazumdar receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to
contemporary dance.
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PASUMARTHY RAMALINGA SASTRY

Akademi Award: Kuchipudi

Born on 22 December 1958 in Kuchipudi
village in Andhra Pradesh, Shri
Pasumarthy Ramalinga Sastry received
his training in Kuchipudi dance under
Gurus Vedantam Parvateesam,
Pasumarthy Venugopal Krishna Sarma,
and Vempati Chinna Satyam. He has
also studied at the Kalakshetra
Foundation, Chennai and acquired a
Diplomain Bharatanatyam.

Shri Pasumarthy Ramalinga Sastry is
today among the senior performers and
teachers of Kuchipudi dance. He has
performed and conducted seminars and
workshops in several prestigious
festivals within the country and abroad.
He has choreographed numerous
dance-dramas including Gajaneeyam,
Sri Ramakatha Saaram, Rasa Leela,

Shiva Leela and Tripadi Ganga. He has
travelled to U.S.A. several times for
conducting workshops and giving
performances. Shri Pasumarthy
Ramalinga Sastry has imparted training
in the art at a number of institutions, and
a number of his students have gained
renown now.

Shri Pasumarthy Ramalinga Sastry has
received several awards and honours
including the Ugadi Puruskaram in 2012;
and the Kalaratna in 2016 bestowed by
the Government of Andhra Pradesh.

Shri Pasumarthy Ramalinga Sastry
receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award for the year 2018 for his
contribution to Kuchipudi dance.
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TAPAN KUMAR PATTANAYAK

Akademi Award: Chhau Dance (Seraikella)

Born on 6 September 1962 at Seraikella
in Jharkhand, Shri Tapan Kumar
Pattanayak has received training in
Chhau dance under Gurus Sudhendra
Narayan Singhdeo, Kedar Nath Sahoo
and Nathu Mahato.

Shri Tapan Kumar Pattanayak has
performed in many dance festivals,
conducted workshops and presented
lecture demonstrations on Chhau dance
within the country and abroad. He has
also travelled to France for performances.

Shri Pattanayak has imparted training in
dance as a Chhau dance teacher in the
Acharya Kala Mandir, Jamshedpur, and
as a visiting trainer at the Rabindra
Bharati University. Currently he is
serving as Director of Government
Chhau Dance Centre, Seraikella.

Shri Tapan Kumar Pattanayak receives
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for
the year 2018 for his contribution to the
Chhau dance of Seraikella.
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RAJEEV NAIK
Akademi Award: Playwriting

Born on 12 September 1956 in Vadodara,
Gujarat, Shri Rajeev Naik has earned
respect not only as a playwright and
teacher, but also as a translator, editor, poet,
and as a short story writer. He completed his
B.A. in Philosophy and Psychology in 1976,
and earned his master's degree in Linguistic
Aesthetics in 1979. He earned his PhD in
Linguistics in 1990 from Mumbai University.
A teacher by profession, he has taught
Linguistics and Aesthetics at Mumbai
University, and Theatre History and Theatre
Aesthetics in Pune University from 1990 to
2015.

Shri Rajeev Naik's treasure trove comprises
of four volumes of plays, four translations of
plays, one short-story collection, one
collection of poems, apart from four books
on theatre theory and one book on theatre
criticism. Some of his major Marathi plays
include The Quandry (1985, directed by
Damoo Kenkre); The Closed Eyelids (1987,
directed by Vijay Kenkre); The Joint (1990,
directed by Ajit Bhure); The Last Book
(1992, directed by Rakesh Sarang); What is
to be done with Mr Sathe (1998, directed by

Sandesh Kulkarni); and Bandish (2014,
directed by Mohit Takalkar). Some of
his other prominent plays are Yam Yami
Samvad, Manusghar, Anahat, Vandha,
Galileo, Kherij, Mitlee Papnee,
Magova, Matichya Gadyach Prakaran,
Sandha, Ain Wasantat Ardhya Ratree,
Akherach Parva, Apasatlya Gosthti,
and Jatak-Natak. His plays have been
performed in many languages all over
India and abroad and have been
directed by senior as well as upcoming
directors. Many of his plays have been
translated into English by Shanta
Gokhale, and into Hindi by Satyadev
Dube and Sudha Shesh. Shri Rajeev
Naik has participated in several
seminars on theatre and literature and
has contributed to many journals and
magazines. He has edited nine
textbooks for the Centre for Performing
Arts, Savitribai Phule Pune University;
and has written entries for
encyclopaedias on literature, theatre
and criticism.

Shri Rajeev Naik has been honoured
by many institutions for his works such
as the Maharashtra State Award for his
short story collection in 1988; Marathi
Sahitya Parishad Award for his theory
work Na Natkatla in 2014; Marathvada
Sahitya Parishad Award for his criticism
titled Lagleli Natka in 2018 among
many others.

Shri Rajeev Naik receives the Sangeet
Natak Akademi Award for the year 2018
for his contribution to Indian theatre as
aplaywright.
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LALTLUANGLIANA KHIANGTE

Akademi Award: Playwriting

Born on 28 June 1961 in Saitual,
Mizoram, Shri Laltluangliana Khiangte is
a playwright, poet, scholar, critic,
biographer and folklorist. After
completing his M.A. in English Literature
with Linguistics, and PhD in English-
Mizo Literature from NEHU in 1991, he
pursued his Post-Doctoral Research in
Folklore and Modern Mizo Literature and
was awarded Doctor of Literature
(D.Litt.) in February 1999. A former
member of the General Council of
Sahitya Akademi (2003-2007), and
Sangeet Natak Akademi (2004-2008),
he has also been a member of the
Advisory Committee for Theatre of
Sangeet Natak Akademi. He continues
to be an active member of many other
prestigious organizations. Presently he
is a Professor, Department of Mizo,
Mizoram University.

Professor Khiangte has to his credit over
30 plays of which 24 have been
published in Mizo language, and staged
in different cities such as in New Delhi,
Guwahati, Shillong, Aizawl, Kolkata,

Bhopal, etc. Ten of his plays are
prescribed texts in masters, graduation,
and in schools. Sixteen of his plays have
been translated into Hindi. His plays,
articles, essays and poems have been
translated into Hindi, Bengali, Assamese
and Kokborok. His play Pasaltha
Khuangchera (Unsung Freedom Fighter
against British Rule) was declared as the
best book in Mizo language in the year
1997. A television serial has been
produced by Doordarshan on his play
Chharmawia. Shri Laltluangliana
Khiangte is credited as the first writer of
Mizo drama history and theatre
movement.

His contribution in playwriting, theatre,
and education has been recognized with
the Bharat Adivasi Samman 2005; and
the Padma Shriin 2006.

Shri Laltluangliana Khiangte receives
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for
the year 2018 for his contribution to
Indian theatre as a playwright.
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SANJAY UPADHYAY

Akademi Award: Direction

Born on 12 January 1965 in Patna, Bihar, Shri
Sanjay Upadhyay completed his
postgraduation in English from Patna
University. He earned his diploma from the
National School of Drama in 1990 specializing
in Direction. He has worked in Shri Ram Centre
for Performing Arts, New Delhi as its director
during 1994-96. He has been credited with
shaping up the Madhya Pradesh School of
Drama, Bhopal as its Founder Director (2010-
2018). Shri Sanjay Upadhyay has been taking
workshops and classes in institutional set up
such as in NSD; Bhartendu Natya Academy;
and in other institutions as a visiting faculty.

Shri Sanjay Upadhyay's initiation in theatre
began as an actor in 1980 when he joined
Patna IPTA, with which he remained actively
associated till 1984. His foray into direction had
begun in 1985 and his group Nirman Kala
Manch, Patna, established in 1988, provided
him a strong footing. Since then Shri Upadhyay
has directed plays such as Bidesia, Nal
Damayanti, Kharia ka Ghera, Rustam Sohrab,
Andhon ka Hathi, Andha Yug among others for
Nirman Kala Manch. Apart from many famous
full-length productions, Shri Sanjay Upadhyay

is known for his directorial work of
biographical plays such as Company
Ustad, based on Mahendra Misir's life
and work; Neelkanth Nirala, based on
Suryakant Tripathi Nirala's life and work;
Gagan Damama Bajyo based on Bhagat
Singh's life and work; Kahan Gaye Mere
Ugana, based on the life of Vidyapati;
Heera Dom, based on the life and work
of poet Heera Dom; and Gagan Ghata
Gehrani on the life and works of Kabir
among others. He has also directed
poetry on stage, such as Saroj Smriti by
Suryakant Tripathi Nirala; Bhagi Hui
Ladkiyan by Alok Dhanwa; and Nadi
Mein Aag by Ravindra Bharti which have
been well appreciated. In 1990, he
established another group Safar Maina
to work with the slum children of Patna.
His penchant for music led him to create
musical compositions for plays directed
by him, and others such as Godan
directed by Bhanu Bharti; Khadia ka
Gheradirected by Robin Das; Trishanku,
directed by B.M. Shah; Brihanalla
directed by Ram Gopal Bajaj; Chanakya
Vishnugupta, directed by Satya Dev
Dubey; Twelfth Night, directed by Fritz
Benewitz; Khisiyani Billi, directed by
Barry John; and Ratinath ki Chachi,
directed by Sharda Singh.

Shri Sanjay Upadhyay has been
honoured with the Manohar Singh
Memorial Award for 2010 by the National
School of Drama, New Delhi.

Shri Sanjay Upadhyay receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to Indian
theatre as a director.
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SUHAS JOSHI
Akademi Award: Acting

Born on 12 July 1947 in Pune,
Maharashtra, Shrimati Suhas Joshi is a
very well-known actor of Marathi, Hindi
and English theatre. She learnt classical
music and completed her Sangeet
Visharad (Hindustani Vocal) from
Gandharva Mahavidyalaya in 1963. She
obtained her 'Bachelors degree from the
University of Pune studying Philosophy,
Psychology and Sanskrit in 1969. Later,
she went to the National School of
Drama to earn a three-year diploma
course in acting where she was trained
by noted theatre director Ebrahim Alkazi,
among others.

Shrimati Joshi is associated with theatre
since her college days. She has
performed in both the genres of
professional and experimental Marathi
theatre. Her notable plays include Rakta
Nako Mala Prem Have, directed by
Kamlakar Sontakke; Barrister, directed
by Vijaya Mehta; Goshta Janmantarichi

directed by Madhukar Toradmal;
Sakkhe Shejari directed by Sai
Paranjape; Agnipankha directed by
Kumar Sohoni; Ekach Pyala directed by
Shriram Lagoo; Doctor Tumhi Suddha
directed by Chandrakant Kulkarni;
Prema Tujha Rang Kasa directed by
Vijay Kenkare; Khel Mandiyela directed
by Chetan Datar; Oi Womenia directed
by Mangesh Kadam; and Kanyadaan
directed by Sadashiv Amrapurkar. She
has also performed a solo play Laxmibai
Tilak's Smriti Chitre directed by Pratima
Kulkarni. Suhas Joshi has acted in
Mahesh Elkunchwar's Pratibimb
directed by Satya Dev Dubey, and acted
in English translations of Vijay
Tendulkar's Kamala, and Jayvant Dalvi's
Purush directed by Silvester D'Cunha
and Bharat Dabholkar respectively. She
has also acted in various Hindi and
Marathi films, and television shows.

Shrimati Suhas Joshi has received
accolades from Marathi Natya Parishad,
Maharashtra Rajya Natya Mahotsavy,
and numerous other institutions.

Shrimati Suhas Joshi receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for her contribution to Indian
theatre as an actor.
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TEEKAM JOSHI
Akademi Award: Acting

Born on 19 August 1975 in Bhopal,
Madhya Pradesh, Shri Teekam Joshi did
his graduation from Barkatullah
University in 1998. He earned his
Postgraduate Diploma in Dramatic Arts
from the National School of Drama in
2001. He worked with the National
School of Drama Repertory Company for
six years from 2001 to 2007. From 2010
onwards he has been performing
independently, taking workshops and
working as a visiting faculty in many
institutions including NSD, its centers,
and the Department of Indian Theatre,
Punjabi University, Chandigarh.

Shri Teekam Joshi has been involved in
theatre since the age of seven. He has
acted in plays directed by Bansi Kaul -
Andher Nagari (1983-84), Tankara ka
Gana (1985-86), Panchratri (1987-88),
Tukke pe Tukka (1990), Gappu Gop
(2006); B.V. Karanth - Panjar Shala
(1985), Malvikagnimitra (1986); Prabhat
Ganguli — Ramayan (1987); Fritz
Benewitz — Insaf ka Ghera (1985); John
Martin — Parindon ki Sabha (1987);
Alakhnandan - Would Be Gentlemen

(1989); Robin Das — Ardel (1995,), Shila
Shringar (2000), Anamdas ka Potha
(2004); K.N. Panikkar — Swapn Katha
(1999); D.R. Ankur — Katha Collage
(2001), Ram Gopal Bajaj — Shakuntala ki
Angoothi (2001), Dimage Hasti (2001);
Mohan Maharishi — Deewar Mein Ek
Khidki Rehti Thi (2001), Einstein (2005);
M.K. Raina — Buri Phansi Shanti Bai
(2001); Rob Claire — Othello (2001);
John Russell Brown — Macbeth (2001);
Ranjit Kapoor — Short Cut (2002);
Prasanna — Seema Paar (2003),
Uttarramcharit (2006); Waman Kendre —
Janeman (2003); Bhanu Bharati - Andha
Yug (2011), Tughlag (2012); Tripurari
Sharma — Cherry ka Baghicha (2000),
Shayar Shutter Down (2012), Poshak
(2005), among others. He has
participated in major festivals and has
also acted in teleserials, films and served
the Repertory of the National School of
Drama for six years.

A recipient of Sangeet Natak Akademi's
Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar
2009, Shri Teekam Joshi has been
awarded the Manohar Singh Smriti
Puraskar 2014 by the National School of
Drama. He has been honoured by Uttar
Pradesh Sangeet Natak Akademi's B.M.
Shah Award also.

Shri Teekam Joshi receives the Sangeet
Natak Akademi Award for the year 2018
for his contribution to Indian theatre as an
actor.
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SWAPAN NANDY

Akademi Award: Mime

Born on 14 September 1948, Shri
Swapan Nandy has been practising and
performing mime since the last 50 years.
He has also been a trained commercial
artist who received his five-year diploma
in Commercial Art from the Government
College of Art and Craft, Kolkata in the
year 1971. He joined the Department of
Information and Cultural Affairs,
Government of Tripura in the year 1973
as an artist and went on to retire as a
Joint Director of the Department in 2006.

Shri Swapan Nandy started training in
mime under the guidance of Yuri Nikolai,
a famous mime artist of Russia, when he
was touring West Bengal with his mime
shows in the year 1968. He received
training from Yuri Nikolai for six months,
and performed his first mime show in
Sisir Mancha, Kolkata in 1969. Since
then he has performed numerous solo

and group mime shows in Agartala,
Kolkata, Guwahati, Dimapur, across
Tripura and also in Bangladesh. He has
attended a number of mime workshops
organized by different institutions
including Sangeet Natak Akademi. He
has been conducting mime workshops
from time-to-time and has taken classes
for mime for the students of the Agartala
centre of National School of Drama.

He has been felicitated by many
institutions including the National School
of Drama, New Delhi, and the
Government of Tripura, among others.

Shri Swapan Nandy receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to Indian
theatre as a mime artist.
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BHAGAWAT A. S. NANJAPPA

Akademi Award: Other Major Traditions of Theatre - Yakshagana

Born on 23 November 1937 in
Araluguppe, Tumkur, Shri Bhagawat
A.S. Nanjappa started his career in the
Moodalapaya School of Yakshagana at
the tender age of 7 years. He has learnt
under the tutelage of Bhagawat
Siddalingappa and Kalmane
Shantaveerappa.

He was born in a family where his uncles,
cousins and other elders used to play
parts in Yakshagana. Having absorbed
the art from his elders, Shri Nanjappa
became proficient in performance of both
male and female characters and also
became an accomplished Bhagawat
(singer). He has been the leading
Bhagawat and head of Sri Kalleshwar
Swamy Yakshagana Mandali since
1964. Shri Nanjappa has made a major
contribution in the preservation and
revival of this art form by organizing
seminars and workshops on
Moodalapaya in collaboration with the
Karnataka Janapada Academy and the
Yakshagana Academy; and by

conducting training in many schools and
villages, and arranging performances of
Moodalapaya. He is also credited with
identifying and recording the raga and
tala of the Moodalapaya Yakshagana
songs. His efforts have been widely
acknowledged. An agriculturist by
profession, Shri Nanjappa is known in all
the nearby villages as a carpenter and
mason. He has so far built nearly 250
carts.

Shri Bhagawat A.S. Nanjappa has been
felicitated by a number of institutions
such as Karnataka Janapada Academy
Award, Janapadashree, Lokasiri awards
and several others. He has been a
recipient of the Karnataka State
Rajyotsava Award.

Shri Bhagawat A.S. Nanjappa receives
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for
the year 2018 for his contribution to
Indian theatre as a Yakshagana artist.
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A. M. PARAMESWARAN CHAKYAR

Akademi Award:

Other Major Traditions of Theatre - Kutiyattam

Born on 29 September 1950, Shri A.M.
Parameswaran Chakyar is well known for
his expertise in both 'angika' and 'vachika'
abhinaya. His ritual 'arangettam' was
performed at the Koothambalam at
Koodalmanikyam Temple, Irinjalakuda at
the age of 16, and he was trained in the
gurukula sampradaya by Shri Ammannur
Madhava Chakyar. He has followed in the
footsteps of his Guru, and presents
Chakyarkoothu and Kutiyattam at many
temples in Kerala and other venues.

He is credited with the revival and
adaptation of the second act of the play
Naganandam for the modern stage, in
which his portrayal of the vidooshaka
Atreyan has been critically acclaimed. He
is renowned for his roles as Ravana in
Asokavanikankam and Thoranayuddham
and as Bali in Balivadham. He is most
popular as the pre-eminent vidooshaka in
koodiyattam and his purushartha koothu
is acclaimed by laymen and connoisseurs
alike. He is considered an authority on the
ritual elements in Koodiyattam and the
authentic texts of the stage manuals. He
has presented the Ramayana
prabandham, containing about 450
verses in its entirety, more than 30 times

and is one of the few performers capable
of presenting all the prabandha texts of
Melpathur Narayana Bhattathiri, today.
His koothu recitals are not only known for
his illustrious wit and humour but for his
attention to detail in expounding all the
rasas. As the chief instructor in the
Ammannur Chachu Chakyar Smaraka
Gurukulam, he has a list of prominent
disciples who carry forward the tradition.
Shri A.M. Parameswaran Chakyar has
directed a number of Kutiyattam
performances such as Abhishekama,
Prathamadvitiya, Vidushaka part in
Sarantala, Naganada, etc. He has
received many awards.

He has received the Kerala Sangeetha
Nataka Akademi Award for the year
2003; the Kerala Kalamandalam Award
2007; besides being felicitated by a
number of institutions.

Shri A.M. Parameswaran Chakyar
receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award for the year 2018 for his
contribution to Indian theatre as a
Kutiyattam artist.
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MALINI AWASTHI

Akademi Award: Folk Music (Uttar Pradesh)

Born on 15 October 1966 in Kannauj
district of Uttar Pradesh, Shrimati Malini
Awasthi learnt folk music under several
masters including Shrimati Girija Devi of
Banaras gharana, Shri Rahat Ali Khan of
Rampur gharana, and Shri Shujat
Hussain Khan of Patiala gharana.

A postgraduate in Hindustani classical
music (from Bhatkhande Music Institute
Deemed University, Lucknow), as well as
in History (from Lucknow University),
Shrimati Malini Awasthi has earned
recognition as an eminent folk singer
with her performances in many regional,
national and international festivals, and
also in innumerable cultural forums and
platforms. She also has a rich repertoire
of Thumri, Kajri, Chaiti, Thappa, Dadra,
Bhajans, and Ghazals, and is an 'A’
grade artist of All India Radio and
Doordarshan, Lucknow. She has been

associated as a visiting professor with
many prestigious cultural institutions
such as the Jawaharlal Nehru University,
Delhi; and the Bharat Adhyayan Kendra,
Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi. She
has also lent her voice to Bollywood
movies such as Dam Laga ke Haisha,
and Agent Vinod. She has many
recordings to her credit.

For her contribution to the folk music of
Uttar Pradesh, Shrimati Malini Awasthi
has been honoured with several awards
including the Padma Shri in 2016, and
the Uttar Pradesh Sangeet Natak
AkademiAwardin 2017.

Shrimati Malini Awasthi receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for her contribution to the folk
music of Uttar Pradesh.
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GAZlI KHAN BARNA

Akademi Award: Folk Music - Khartal (Rajasthan)

Born on 12 September 1968 in Barna
village of Jaisalmer district of Rajasthan,
Shri Gazi Khan Barna imbibed the rich
artistic heritage of the Manganiyar
tradition of folk music of Rajasthan. He
received his initial training in music from
his father Shri Chhugga Khan Barna, and
later was groomed under the guidance of
Shri Komal Kothari and Shri Sadiq Khan.

Shri Gazi Khan Barna soon achieved
prominence as a percussionist of
Khartal, performing in many prestigious
music festivals in India and abroad, and
conducting many workshops around the
world. He also has arich repertoire of folk
songs, bhajans, as well as Sufiana songs
in Sindhi, and can play folk music
instruments like the Dholak with
dexterity. He has given innumerable
performances within the country, and
has collaborated with many
internationally acclaimed musicians like

Ravi Shankar, Zubin Mehta, Zakir
Hussain, Kumar Bose and
Vishwamohan Bhatt.

For his contribution in the field of folk arts,
Shri Gazi Khan Barna has been
honoured with several awards including
the Rajasthan Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award in 2002; the Marudhara Ratan in
2003 conferred by Marudhara Sansthan,
Kolkata; the Marwar Ratan in 2019
conferred by Mehrangarh Museum
Trust, Jodhpur; and the Pt. Manmohan
Bhatt Lifetime Achievement Award in
2019 conferred by Sangeet Kala
Niketan, Jaipur.

Shri Gazi Khan Barna receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to the folk
music of Rajasthan.
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NARENDRA SINGH NEGI
Akademi Award: Folk Music (Uttarakhand)

Born on 12 August 1949 in Pauri Garhwal
district of Uttarakhand, Shri Narendra
Singh Negi imbibed the rich musical
tradition of the region at an early age.
Working close to his roots in the social
sector with the local administration, he
has carried forward those traditions by
his creative endeavour as an artist,
author, and composer.

Taking up music as a profession, Shri
Narendra Singh Negi soon won an
audience as a singer, and is today
considered to be one of the most
accomplished performers of the folk
music of Uttarakhand. He started his
music career by releasing “Garhwali
Geetmala” and his first album was titled
Buraans, after a flower found in the hills.
He has represented his State in festivals
of music within the country and abroad.
He has performed over All India Radio
and Doordarshan, Najibabad, and
Almora for many years. He has to his
credit a number of audio-video

recordings of the folk music of
Uttarakhand. He has also lent his voice
to Garhwali movies such as Chakrachal,
Gharjawai, and Meri Ganga Holi Ta
Maima Aali. Although he mostly
composes his music in the folk genre, his
lyrics depict the anxieties and tensions,
as well as other insights about the people
of Uttarakhand.

For his contribution in the field of folk
music, Shri Narendra Singh Negi has
been honoured with several awards
including the Monal Award, the
Gouravgadh Samman, the Himgiri
Samman conferred by ONGC, the
Shivalik Ratna, the Gadhkala Shiromani
Samman, and the Mohan Upreti
Samman.

Shri Narendra Singh Negi receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to the folk
music of Uttarakhand.
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NIRANJAN RAJYAGURU
Akademi Award: Folk Music (Gujarat)

Born on 24 December 1954 in
Mandalikpur village of District Junagadh
of Gujarat, Shri Niranjan Rajyaguru is an
eminent poet, research scholar, writer,
critic and reviewer in Gujarati
magazines. His primary education was
in the Ghoghavadar village of
Saurashtra. In 1978 he got his Master's
degree in Gujarati and Folklore from
Saurashtra University, Rajkot. In 1982 he
received the doctoral degree,
Vidyavachaspati from Saurashtra
University for 'Dasi Jivan - Life &
Literature' (life and works of Dasi Jivan -
a saint poet, and his saintly
contemporaries of Gujarat).

Niranjan Rajyaguru's work in literary
criticism is multifaceted. He is a
recognized PhD referee-examiner in the
subject of Gujarati language and
literature. He is also a B-high grade artist
of Radio, and a folk song, folk tale and
devotional music artist as well as a
folklore expert of Prasar Bharati -
Doordarshan.

Niranjan Rajyaguru has sung hundreds

of Gujarati bhajans and folksongs. He is
an outstanding folk artist of the
Saurashtra region. Since the year 2018,
he has been giving discourses in Gujarati
and Hindi on traditional Gujarati folklore,
folk music and folk culture.

For his contribution in the field of folk
music, Shri Niranjan Rajyaguru has been
honoured with several awards and
fellowships including the Senior
Research Fellowship of Gujarat Sahitya
Academy, Gandhinagar (1990); B.K.
Parekh Foundation, Mumbai Fellowship
(1991); Dr Homi Bhabha National
Fellowship (1992); Padma Shri Kavi Kag
Award (2008); Dasi Jivan Award (1992);
Foolchhab Award (2011); Gaurav
Puraskar from Gujarat State Sangeet
Natak Academy (2012); Zaverchand
Meghani Award (2017); and Sanskar
Vibhushan Puraskar (2017).

Shri Niranjan Rajyaguru receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to the folk
music of Gujarat.
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MOHAMMAD SIDIQ BHAGAT

Akademi Award: Folk Theatre - Bhand Pather (Jammu & Kashmir)

Born on 21 April 1965 in Lalpura in
Baramullah district of Kashmir, Shri
Mohammad Sidiq Bhagat belongs to a
family of traditional theatre artists of the
region. He has received his initial training
in Bhand Pather from his father Shri Abli
Bhagat and was later groomed as a
performer in the Bhand Pather theatre by
Shri Ghulam Mohammad Bhagat.

Shri Mohammad Sidiq Bhagat achieved
excellence very early in his life in Bhand
Pather. With his group he has performed
Bhand Pather extensively in the Kashmir

valley, and has worked zealously
towards preserving older Bhand Pather
plays. Shri Mohammad Sidiq Bhagat has
received felicitations for his initiative in
the field from a number of government
departments including the Jammu &
Kashmir Academy of Art, Culture and
Languages.

Shri Mohammad Sidiq Bhagat receives
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for
the year 2018 for his contribution to the
Bhand Pather folk theatre of Kashmir.
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KOTA SATCHIDANANDA SASTRY
Akademi Award: Harikatha (Andhra Pradesh)

Born on 12 August 1934 in Addanki
village of Prakasam district of Andhra
Pradesh, Shri Kota Satchidananda
Sastry trained in the traditional narrative
art of Harikatha under Shri A.R.
Krishnaiah, Shri Musunuri
Suryanarayana Murthy, and Shri
BhagavatulaAnnapurnaiah.

Renowned today as a Harikatha
performer, Shri Kota Satchidananda
Sastry has contributed significantly to the
sustenance and development of the art
of Harikatha. His performance is
distinguished by imaginative treatment
of the content, whether in prose, poetry,
or lyrical form. A top-ranking artist of All
India Radio, he has participated in many
prestigious music festivals in India and
abroad.

For his service to the art of Harikatha,
Shri Kota Satchidananda Sastry has
been conferred the Ugadi Visista
Puraskaram in 1988; the Hamsa
Puraskaram in 2014; and the Adibhatla
Narayana Dasa Puraskaram in 2019 by
the Government of Andhra Pradesh. He
has received several titles including the
Kadhagana Kala Kovida, Madhura Gana
Kala Nidhi, Harikatha Samrat, and the
Hari Katha Chakravarti.

Shri Kota Satchidananda Sastry
receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award for the year 2018 for his
contribution to the art of Harikatha of
Andhra Pradesh.
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ARJUN SINGH DHURWEY

Akademi Award: Folk and Tribal Dance (Madhya Pradesh)

Born on 8 December 1953 in Dhurkuta
village of Dindori district in Madhya
Pradesh, Shri Arjun Singh Dhurwey
imbibed the rich musical tradition of the
region at an early age. To hone his skills
further, he trained extensively under the
tutelage of folk and tribal dance
exponents and Guru Shri Sheikh Gulab.

A distinguished performer of the tribal
dances of the Baiga community of
Madhya Pradesh, Shri Arjun Singh
Dhurwey has performed extensively
various folk and tribal music and dance
genres in many prestigious festivals
organized in the State as well as other
parts of the country. He is a B-High
Grade artist of All India Radio, Jabalpur,
and has recorded Karma, Dadriya, Phag,
Jas, Reena, Birha songs for All India
Radio, Jabalpur. He has authored a book

Baiga Geeton the traditional songs of the
Baiga tribe. He is an active member of
several institutions working for the
development of the arts in Madhya
Pradesh.

For his contribution in the field of tribal
dance and music, Shri Arjun Singh
Dhurwey has been honoured with
several awards including the Tulsi
Samman conferred by the Government
of Madhya Pradesh in 1995; and the
Gaurav Samman conferred by
Mekalsuta College, Dindoriin 2017.

Shri Arjun Singh Dhurwey receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to the folk
and tribal dance of Madhya Pradesh.
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SOM DATT BATTU
Akademi Award: Folk Music (Himachal Pradesh)

Born on 11 April 1938 in Jasur village of
Kangra district of Himachal Pradesh,
Shri Som Datt Battu imbibed the rich
musical tradition of the region at an early
age. Shri Som Datt Battu received his
training in music from Shri Kunj Lal
Sharma of Gwalior gharana and Shri
Kundan Lal Sharma of Patiala gharana,
and was further groomed in the art by
Shri Amir Khan of Indore gharana.

An exceedingly popular performer, Shri
Som Datt Battu has an extensive
experience of performing,
disseminating, teaching, and promoting
the folk music of Himachal Pradesh. He
is a top grade artist of All India Radio and
Doordarshan, and had created and
produced an acclaimed musical
programme based on various folk music
genres of Himachal Pradesh. He has
represented his State in many
prestigious festivals in the country and
abroad. He is also a reputed
musicologist, and has published his

research work in numerous journals. He
has many recordings to his credit.

For his contribution in the field of folk
music, Shri Som Datt Battu has been
honoured with several awards including
the Sangeet Kala Ratna conferred by the
All India Hindu Vishwa Dharma
Sammelan in 1975; the Dr Yashwant
Singh Parmar Award conferred by
Sirmour Kala Sangam, Himachal
Pradesh in 2001; the Lifetime
Achievement Award conferred by
Punjabi Academy, Government of Delhi
in 2012; the Sangeet Martand Award
conferred by Arvind Kala Kendra in 2014;
and the Sardar Sohan Singh Samriti
Award conferred by Punjabi University,
Patialain2014.

Shri Som Datt Battu receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to the folk
music of Himachal Pradesh.
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ANUPAMA HOSKERE
Akademi Award: String Puppetry (Karnataka)

Born on 20 December 1964 at
Bangalore, Shrimati Anupama Hoskere
learned the art of traditional string
puppetry of Karnataka from Sangeet
Natak Akademi Awardee Shri M.R.
Ranganatha Rao. She has wide
experience in every facet of the
composite art form of puppetry including
puppet making, puppet theatre
proscenium design, script writing for
puppet plays, and lighting and sound
effects in puppet theatre. Shrimati
Anupama Hoskere is an engineering
graduate from BMS College of
Engineering, Bangalore with a Master's
degree from the California State
University, Long Beach. She is also a
performing Bharatanatyam artist.

Shrimati Anupama is the Founder
Director of Dhaatu Center for Sharing, a
leading and progressive puppet theatre
of India. She is committed to preserving,
nurturing and spreading the positive and
celebratory aspects of India's ancient
heritage, tradition and culture, and has
many productions to her credit. She
started organizing puppetry festivals and
inviting artists from all over India with the
aim of attracting attention to the art of
puppetry. Six years ago in 2015, the
festival became international and came
to be known as Dhaatu International
Puppet Festival. Shrimati Anupama

Hoskere is currently a member of the
Karnataka Sangeeta Nrutya Academy.

Shrimati Anupama has taught courses in
Traditional Indian Puppetry at Polytech
Nice-Sophia, the engineering school of
Nice-Sophia Antipolis University in
France; The Free University of Brussels,
abbreviated ULB, a French-speaking
private research university in Brussels,
Belgium; and at University of Paris 8, a
public university in Paris as an invited
scholar from India under the Erasmus
Mundus UN Scholarship programme.
She is a visiting faculty of the National
Institute of Design (NID), Bengaluru. She
has been the TEDx speaker at many
universities of India.

She has received many awards like the
Vishalakshi Award for outstanding
achievement in puppetry bestowed by
the Art of Living Foundation; and the
Outstanding Woman Award in the field of
puppetry from the Association of
Kannada Kootas of America (AKKA),
San Francisco, U.S.A.

Shrimati Anupama Hoskere receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for her contribution to the
puppetry of Karnataka.
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HEM CHANDRA GOSWAMI
Akademi Award: Mask Making (Assam)

Born on 1 March 1958 in Chamaguri
Sattra of Majuli district in Assam, Shri
Hem Chandra Goswami is accomplished
in the mask-making traditions of Assam.
Since childhood he was introduced to the
indigenous art of making articles from
bamboo by his father Late Rudrakanta
Deva Goswami. Under his father's
tutelage, Shri Hem Chandra Goswami
was groomed in the Sattra culture of
Assam learning the nuances of Sattriya
music and dance, and primarily focusing
on the art of Sattriya mask-making.

Shri Hem Chandra Goswami has
participated in various mask-making
workshops and exhibitions organized by
the Visva-Bharati University's Kala
Bhavana at Santiniketan, West Bengal;
North East Zone Cultural Centre,
Dimapur; Dibrugarh University, Assam;
and the Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav
Sangrahalaya, Bhopal. His masks have

been procured by distinguished
museums for display like the Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, New
Delhi; British Museum, London; the
Rabindranath Museum, Visva-Bharati
University, Santiniketan, West Bengal;
the Department of Anthropology,
Dibrugarh University, Assam; and the
Srimanta Sankaradeva Kalakshetra,
Guwahati, Assam.

For his contribution in the field of mask-
making, Shri Hem Chandra Goswami
has been honoured with several awards
including the Damodar Dev National
Award, and the La Mezo Da Ananda
Award.

Shri Hem Chandra Goswami receives
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for
the year 2018 for his contribution to the
art of mask making of Assam.
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DIWAN SINGH BAJELI
Akademi Award:
Scholarship in the Performing Arts

Born on 20 January 1937, Shri Diwan Singh
Bajeli obtained his M.A. (Political Science)
from Delhi University, and later he earned a
Diploma in Journalism from the Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan. He was a film critic for The
Pioneer for about a decade, covering several
film festivals including the International Film
Festivals of India held in various cities in the
country. He has been writing for The Hindu as
a theatre critic for much more than a decade
now.

Associated with the Delhi theatre scene for
the last four decades as a theatre critic
beginning with The /ndian Express in the
eighties for a decade, Shri Bajeli has written
extensively for many other dailies such as The
Financial Express, The Economic Times, The
Times of India, Patriot, The Pioneer, The
Statesman and the Hindustan Times from
time to time. His reviews bear a distinct stamp
of their own and throw light on the socio-
economic perspective of Indian theatre. His
words command the respect of theatre
practitioners and his reviews that have been
appearing in The Hindu for the past 15 years

are eagerly awaited. His three
books on theatre - Mohan Upreti: the
Man and His Art, published by the
National School of Drama, New
Delhi; The Theatre of Bhanu Bharti:
A New Perspective; and Yatrik: A
Journey into Theatrical Art (both
books published by Niyogi Books,
New Delhi), were very well received.
His book on Mohan Upreti
chronicled the journey of the man
credited with bringing about a
cultural renaissance in Uttarakhand.
The book about Bhanu Bharti
highlights the necessity to
synthesize traditional art forms with
modern dramatic art, pointing
especially to the depth of his
creativity and his exploration of
Bheel art-Gavari. Yatrik: A Journey
into Theatrical Art highlights Yatrik's
50 years of uninterrupted creative
history. Shri Bajeli has written a
dozen short stories some of which
have been published in English and
Hindi publications. He has also
written five one-act plays. He has
been a member of various
committees on theatre constituted
by Sahitya Kala Parishad, Delhi,
and has been part of the selection
committee for Bharat Rang
Mahotsav, METAawards, etc.

For his critical writings on theatre,
Shri Diwan Singh Bajeli has been
felicitated by numerous institutions.

Shri Diwan Singh Bajeli receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for
the year 2018 for his scholarship in
the performing arts.
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PURU DADHEECH
Akademi Award:

Overall Contribution in the Performing Arts

Born on 17 July 1939 in Ujjain, Madhya
Pradesh, Shri Puru Dadheech received his
training in Kathak dance of Jaipur gharana
under Gurus Durga Prasad, Narayan Prasad
and Sunder Prasad. He studied the
Natyashastra under Babulal Shastri and Sahitya
under Shivmangal Singh Suman and Acharya
Shrinivas Rath.

Shri Puru Dadheech is credited for his
pioneering work in bringing Kathak into the
mainstream formal education system. He is the
recipient of the first Kathak Sangeetacharya
(then DMus) degree, which he got for his thesis
Kathak Nritya ka Udbhava aur Vikas. He also
got a PhD for his exhaustive research on
Kalidasa 'Sanskrit Prayog Vigyan aur Kalidasiya
Rupak'. He has authored several books
including Kathak Nritya Siksha Vol. | and Vol. Il,
Abhinaya Tal Manjari, Nritya Sutram, Nritya
Nibandh and Natyashastra ka Sangeet
Vivechan. He has created numerous
choreographic works using the Karanas,
Angaharas and Mudras found in the
Natyashastra. He has revived many ancient
elements of Kathak dance tradition and has
imparted training in dance at various institutions
including the Bharata College of Performing
Arts, Mumbai; Indira Kala Sangeet
Vishwavidyalaya, Khairagarh; Bhatkhande

College of Hindustani Music,
Lucknow; Madhav Sangeet
Mahavidyalaya, Ujjain; and
Natwari Kathak Nritya Academy,
Indore. He is currently serving as
the Director of the first dedicated
Kathak research centre at the Sri
Sri University, Cuttack. Many PhD
scholars have also received their
doctorate under his guidance.

Shri Puru Dadheech is a recipient
of the Mahamahopadhyay (Hon.
DLit) by the Akhil Bharatiya
Gandharva Mahavidyalaya,
Mumbai; the Shreshtha Kala
Acharya by Madhuban, Bhopal;
the Dhrupad Bhushan by the
Drupad Kala Kendra; Shikhar
Samman by Government of
Madhya Pradesh; Uttar Pradesh
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award by
Uttar Pradesh Sangeet Natak
Akademi; and the Padma Shri.

Shri Puru Dadheech receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
for the year 2018 for his overall
contribution in the performing arts.
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The biographical particulars and factual information on the artists' professional careers contained
in the citations are based on information made available by the Fellows and Awardees.




